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Juvenile culpability
Juveniles and adults are considered to be different in terms of cognitive development. Children are typically considered not to be responsible, while adults are presumed to be fully accountable. (Ash, 2012). The first juvenile court was established in 1899 in Illinois with the aim of rehabilitation, not punishment.  Other states would follow suit, with many of them adopting 18 as the adult age. Children below this age would be dealt with in juvenile courts. However, there was a rapid rise in adolescent crime in the late 1980s, which threatened public safety. Most states started adopting means of transferring juvenile offenders to adult criminal courts. This went to a point where juveniles aged 15 and above could be executed through capital punishment (Ash, 2012, p. 23). 
I believe that juveniles should not be punished as adults who committed comparable crimes. This is because of various factors that distinguish children from adults. First, juveniles commit crimes due to aggression associated with adolescent development. Adolescents are very vulnerable and likely to fall into the trap of aggressive impulses. Others commit crimes due to peer pressure and lack of guidance. Their minds have not developed fully, and some of them would not repeat the same offenses when they are adults. Aggression goes hand in hand with juveniles' immaturity, where most of them commit crimes out of naivety and lack of understanding. Thus, treating them as adults is wrong because their characters are still developing. Juveniles merit unique consideration and should not be treated as adults in the court of law. 
An actual case where a juvenile was tried as an adult occurred in June 2016 when a 14-year-old boy was accused of throwing a rock at officers at Donald Trump's Albuquerque rally. The boy was later charged with aggravated battery on a peace officer. Marcus Griego was prosecuted as an adult, as per the District Attorney's office. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I feel the sentence was not justified because the offender had no prior criminal record and was hardly 14. If he were 16 years of age and above, it would have been understandable as it would have at least merited a juvenile waiver. I, therefore, feel the boy didn't deserve an adult trial.
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